Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy in an HTLV-I carrier.
This report describes a previously 28-year-old healthy woman, identified as an asymptomatic human T-lymphotropic virus type I (HTLV-I) carrier, who developed both progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) and Pneumocystis jiroveci pneumonia. For diagnostic confirmation of PML, stereotactic brain biopsy demonstrated multiple demyelinating lesions with the presence of JC viral antigen. Intramuscular alpha-interferon therapy for 2 weeks brought considerable neurologic improvement. Three years later, the patient developed lymphoma-type of adult T-cell leukemia, suggesting that HTLV-I carrier might be one of the underlying diseases of PML.